
 

 
Looking outside you can see the season changing, but what hasn’t changed is 

the generosity of the Coralville community, Because of your generosity we were able 
to fund many extra programs at the library.  Here’s the amounts that the Friends have 
raised in each of the last 4 sales:  

11/24   $5,250  
02/25  $6,900   
05/25  $5,200 
08/25  $7,050 

We were also able to give grants to Coralville Central, Northwest Middle School 
(which was in great need because of the addition of the 6th grade to the facility), 
Kirkwood Elementary, and the Community Food Pantry. What a blessing. Everyone is 
a winner--the donor, the buyer, the library, and the community. We have our next sale 
on November 7 and 8. Book donations are always needed and it’s also a great place 
to find some great Christmas gifts. 

Some of you have asked what is the difference between the Friends, the Founda-
tion and the Library Trustees. Think of this as levels of service. The Friend’s main 
concern is fostering the love of reading by providing funds to the library basically from 
the book sales. Each year we get a wish list from the Library staff. One of the projects 
we used to do was Baby Book Bags. We now support Dolly Parton’s Imagination Li-
brary, co-sponsoring that program with the Foundation and the Library Board. We also 
provide funds to local schools and the Food Pantry to foster reading. The Friends 
Board is elected by its membership. Our monthly meetings are open to the public 

*The Foundation is the next level up. Started in 1998 they handle larger projects 
and are equipped to receive gifts and bequests. They build funds to help ensure the 
long-term stability of the Library and coordinate fundraising for major capital projects. 
They also sponsor the sale of shirts through a partnership with Raygun—all proceeds, 
beyond cost, go to the foundaƟon. New foundation members are appointed by current 
foundaƟon membership, per their by-laws.  

The Library Board of Trustees members are appointed by the Coralville mayor 
and approved by city council. It is the top level overseeing the operation and expendi-
tures of the library. The library director presents budget and policy issues in monthly 
meetings with the trustees. 

The Friends’ success is primarily due to your support—donations and member-
ship—and is greatly appreciated.  

See you at the sale. 
Bill Benson  
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We had a very busy summer 
“leveling up” at the library! More 
than 1,050 children signed up for 
the Summer Reading Challenge. We 
hosted 43 events for children at the 
library and ventured out to North 
Ridge Park and the Coralville Com-
munity Food Pantry weekly. Thanks 
to support from the Friends, we 
were able to invite many special 
guests. Through all of these events, 
we strive to foster positive feelings 
toward the library and within the 
community and create lasting mem-
ories for families. 

On June 2, more than 180 peo-
ple attended a reptile show with the 
Cold-Blooded Redhead. Kids and 
families enjoyed interacting with the 
animals, especially the snakes and 
giant tortoise. Prairie Patch Farms 
was a huge hit with children, adults, 
and library staff! The 110-person 
audience learned fascinating facts 
about llamas and alpacas and then 
posed for selfies with two llamas. 
Carole Stephens of Macaroni Soup 
has been a popular entertainer and 
returned June 24 with an interactive 
music show for 88 preschoolers and 
caregivers, complete with puppets 
and “snowballs.” On July 9, more 

than 50 school-aged children and 
caregivers watched and participated 
in a mix of science experiments with 
the Grout Museum of Iowa. The 
combination of dry ice and a balloon 
was a particular favorite.  

Thank you for funding fabulous 
incentives for Summer Reading 
participants. We love being able to 
provide a book as a halfway prize; 
caregivers always seem happy 
about this reward as well. It’s so 
special for the children to get to 
choose from a variety of titles; 420 
books were selected this summer! 
Participants may also enter into a 
prize drawing when their reading 
challenge is completed. This added 
bonus can make all the difference 
in motivating a child to finish. Your 
gift allowed us to purchase prizes 
related to the Level Up theme for 
each age group. This year we of-
fered board games, puzzles, movie 
theater and bookstore gift certifi-
cates, and “mystery bags” of 
games. 

Thank you for your ongoing 
support of Dolly Parton’s Imagina-
tion Library of Coralville. Our pro-
gram has served a total of 917 chil-

Cʊʋʎʆʔʇʐ’ʕ Sʇʔʘʋʅʇʕ 

 

dren; 506 are currently registered! 
So far, children in Coralville and 
rural Johnson County have received 
17,596 books. 

Thank you for your steadfast 
support of children’s services at the 
library and your dedication to serv-
ing the community of Coralville. 
Sincerely,  

 

Sara Glenn and  
Erika Binegar 

Tortoise 

Puppets  LLAMAZING 

GROUT 

More pictures on page 7. 
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TEENS / TEEN ADVISORY BOARD (TAB) 
 

On behalf of the teens who 
participate in the Coralville Public 
Library’s teen programs, I want to 
extend our heartfelt thanks for 
your continued support. 

This summer’s reading pro-
gram theme, “Level Up at Your 
Library,” was a huge success—with 
more than 425 teens signing up to 
participate in reading challenges 
and library activities.  It was a busy 
and wonderful summer! 

Thanks to the Friends’ gener-
osity, we were once again able to 
offer a teen intern position, which 
made a tremendous difference. 
We hired Bodie Williamson, a Uni-
versity of Iowa senior and former 
Teen Advisory Board member. 

Bodie brought not only extra help 
at our many events, but also ex-
ceptional graphic design skills and 
a positive, college-aged role model 
for our teens. He was truly an in-
valuable addition to the team! 

We’re also deeply grateful for 
your sponsorship of our teen pro-
grams—including funding for sup-
plies, food, and prizes. The Friends 
made it possible for teens who 
completed the program to choose 
a free book and helped us provide 
exciting Prize Baskets for the 
Grand Prize Drawing at the Teen 
Finale Pizza Party. 

Another highlight was the t-
shirts for our Teen Advisory Board 
members, designed by the teens 

themselves and worn proudly 
throughout the summer at every 
event. Your support helped them 
feel recognized and connected as 
a team. 

Finally, we want to thank you 
for continuing to honor our dedi-
cated teen volunteers through the 
Friends Teen Service Award. This 
year’s $1,000 award went to Aster 
Jacobson, a most 
deserving high 
school senior. This 
recognition will help 
Aster pursue their 
future education 
and goals. 

Your generosity makes all of 
this possible. The impact of your 
support extends far beyond the 
library walls—it helps nurture confi-
dence, creativity, and community 
in our youth. Investing in them is 
one of the best investments our 
community can make. 

With sincere gratitude, 
Karen Stierler 

Teen Services Librarian 
 

 

 

4th of July 

Game On!  

with Coralville Police  

GRAND FINALE 

Pizza Party 



Thank you, Friends, for support-
ing our Adult Summer Reading Chal-
lenge and activities. This summer 
we were able to provide more pro-
grams for adults including a Puzzle 
Competition and Trivia Event. Both 
programs were well attended, and 
because of the Friends, we were 
able to award prizes to the winning 
teams  

I once heard the Friends de-
scribed as the Library's indulgent 
grandparents; an apt description as 

Aʆʗʎʖ Pʔʑʉʔʃʏʏʋʐʉ 
they fund all of our prizes. Friends 
money allowed us to give away $600 
worth of gift cards to local business-
es for the Adult Summer Reading 
Challenge Grand Prize Drawings.  

But you didn't have to win to 
walk away with a prize. Due to the 
generosity of the Friends and of our 
community’s like-new book dona-
tions, we gave away a free book to 
everyone who completed our Adult 

Summer Reading Challenge—a total 
of 496 books!  

New this year by request, we 
had a Large Print Prize Cart which 
was welcomed by older readers. 

Thank you, Friends, for every-
thing you do to make our events 
and programs extra special. 

Mike Jorgensen  

Shirley  Altenhofen         
I was born in Mitchell 

and grew up in Parkston, 
SD. My educaƟon included 
a BS and MS in EducaƟon 
(Elementary and Special) 
both from USD in Vermil-
lion, SD.  I taught at Yank-
ton High School, where I 
was tasked with starƟng a 
Resource Room to support 
educaƟonally challenged 
students.   

I moved to Iowa 1984 
when I married my hus-
band and started a craŌ 
business making and sell-
ing wood, iron, and sand-
blasted items. 

I was widowed in 
2001, aŌer which Ɵme I 
joined Master Gardeners 
and became a member of 
the American Conifer Soci-

ety collecƟng miniature 
and unusual plants and 
trees.  

While in Harper, I 
became an elecƟon work-
er and joined the city 
council, later becoming 
mayor. While on the coun-
cil, I was a board member 
and later president of the 
Keokuk County Communi-
ty FoundaƟon, which dis-
tributed funds from the 
casino through grants to 
the towns in the county.   

In 2014 because my 
friend wanted to move, I 
made the decisions to go if 
it would be to the Iowa 
City area. When my friend 
found a great condo asso-
ciaƟon in a really conven-
ient area, I decided to buy 
into the same neighbor-
hood—close to the library, 
Performing Arts Center, 
grocery stores and gas 
staƟons, medical faciliƟes, 
rec center, park,  shopping 
and restaurants, as well as 
emergency services.  

There were hiking 
trails and even free public 
transit for seniors, among 
other ameniƟes. I’ve ush-
ered at the Performing 
Arts Center and also am a 
volunteer for the Coralville 

Friends , currently working at 
the book sales and communi-
ty meals.  

Before Friends support-
ed the ImaginaƟon Library, I 
co-chaired the Friends Baby 
Book Bag program ordering, 
organizing and distribuƟng 
the books where needed, 
later developing an addiƟon-
al program that allowed the 
Friends to support other 
early childhood readers.  

I enjoy reading murder 
mysteries, crossword puz-
zles, going to the theater and 
movies, and visiƟng the Min-
nesota Arboretum. 

The move  Coralville was 
a great decision.  

 
 

In her own words…. 



A big thank you for your ongo-
ing support of our reading pro-
grams. We had over 1,000 children 
participate in this year’s summer 
reading challenge, and over 400 
teens. We had close to 950 adults 
sign up for the adult summer read-
ing challenge with half of those sub-
mitting a reading log at the end of 
the summer. The programs through-
out the summer were extremely well 
attended—a very successful sum-
mer of reading across the board! 

Fall is well under way, and that 
means the Engle Prize event at CPL 
is coming up. The Paul Engle Prize, 
awarded by the Iowa City UNESCO 
City of Literature, is made possible 
through the generous support of the 
City of Coralville and is held annual-
ly at the Coralville Public Library.   

Dʋʔʇʅʖʑʔ’ʕ ʏʇʕʕʃʉʇ 
The annual Paul Engle Prize 

event will be on Sunday, November 
16 at 2:00 p.m. Cole Swensen, an 
acclaimed poet who has authored 20 
collections of poetry and taught at 
the Iowa Writers’ Workshop for more 
than a decade, is this year’s winner. 
Swenson, a prolific translator, has 
translated more than 30 books of 
French poetry, creative nonfiction, 
and art and criticism. She will be in 
conversation with Christopher Mer-
rill, director of the International Writ-
ers’ Program.  I hope you can attend 
the event as well as the reception 
afterwards, held in the CPL rotunda 
and sponsored by the Foundation.  
The event is free and everyone is 
welcome! 

Paul Engle’s daughter, Mary 
Engle Burge, will also be back in 
Iowa for the Engle Prize event.  Many 

of you had the opportunity to attend 
her presentation at CPL last fall. 
She will be doing an event for the 
public on November 18, 7:00 pm, at 
the Iowa City Public Library—sharing 
memories from her childhood in 
Iowa City, her father and the Iowa 
Writers’ Workshop in the early days. 
Mary has wonderfully vivid memo-
ries of her childhood and growing up 
in Iowa City and fascinating stories 
about the famous authors who were 
guests in the Engle home. Like last 
year’s program, I’m sure it will be a 
delightful evening. 

 
Alison Ames Galstad 

      
 

     . . . and Remembering  

The Friends lost another one of our dedicat-
ed supporters this July when Les Cullers passed 
away at 92. He and fellow Patricia Dee Volun-
teer Award winner Roman Steciw worked tire-
lessly in helping  the Friends and by extension 
the  Library.  

Paraphrasing from the nominating letter: 
Les and Roman were a major reason that it was 
actually enjoyable to sort books. They quite 
literally did the heavy lifting and admonished 
those of us who tried to pick up an overloaded 
book box. They planned and relocated the shelv-
ing in the Friends then brand-new work room. 
Dissembling the substantial shelving and put-
ting it all back together was a herculean under-
taking. 

Though in recent years, Les was retired from 
book sale duty, we not only appreciate all the 
good works, but we will also miss his one-of-a-
kind sense of humor.  

Established in 1996, the T. Patricia Dee 
Award is presented on behalf of the Trustees 
of the Coralville Public Library to recognize 
outstanding long-term volunteerism. The 

picture of them is from the 2011 Friends 
fall newsletter.  
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Jolaboklaflod, (yo-la-bok-a-flot) mean-
ing “Christmas book flood,” is a tradition in 
Iceland where people exchange books and 
chocolate and then spend the evening 
reading together.  

We thought this was a tradition worth 
emulating. To help people have their own 
jolaboklaflod this winter at the November 
Book Sale (Friday, November 7, 10:00 am 
– 5:30 pm & Saturday, November 8, 10:00 
am – 3:00 pm), the Friends will have a gift 
wrapping table and will be selling hot choc-
olate packets. Proceeds from chocolate 
sales will go toward the Friend’s annual 
Kids Book Giveaway. 

 
Make It: Bookmarks 

On Saturday, November 8, from 11:00 
am – 1:00 pm (during the November Book 
Sale), the Library is holding a free drop-in 
bookmark making event in the Discovery 
Corner. All ages are welcome!   

Dried leaves, old book pages, markers, 
and more will be available to make person-
alized bookmarks for gifting or to mark the 
pages of your winter reading haul form the 
book sale. 

 
Hope to see you  

Sara Jane 

November Happenings 

2026 

BOOK SALES 

February 5-7 
April 30-May 2 

August 6-8 
November 5-7 

 
Friday 10:00-5:30 

Saturday 10:00-3:00 
 

MEMBERSHIP 

The Friends have a yearly  
renewal model— 

ALL renewals will be due in 
January. 

 
We ask that you consider a 

$20 dues payment and know 
that your contribution is very 

much appreciated.  

New!  

Update your membership online!  

Visit  

https://coralvillepubliclibrary.org/about/friends-of-the-library/ 

Membership form that follows is  not interacƟve—go 
to the above web site 

*From the editor: As with every newsletter I had considerable help 
in bringing this newsletter together. For this issue—in addition to the 
writing contributions—several gave information surrounding the 
organization of the entities that support the Library.  I also had input 
for  the  . . . Remembering  article. Any errors in interpreting the 
information are mine. 
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Mʑʔʇ Sʗʏʏʇʔ Fʗʐ 

what  DO YOU love about the Library? 

Serpent 


